
Welcome!

Welcome to your AETA Connections Newsletter! We are
so happy to bring you news pertinent to Arizona's ELA
Educators! 

In this issue, you will find the following:

Pg. 1 Our mission and goals

Pgs. 2-3 AETA Conference 2022 Details and Registration

Pg. 4 Quarterly Webinar Reflection

Pg. 5 Opportunities from NCTE - it's Convention time!

Pg. 6 Get involved in AETA

Pgs. 7-8 Your AETA Board - and UPDATES

Pg. 9 Our yearly calendar of events

Our Goals

To disseminate information pertinent to local issues,
concerns, and successes.

To encourage professional activity among teachers in all
regions of the state

To generate interest in students' and teachers' special
achievements.

To organize statewide and regional "outreach" activities
and professional development opportunities.

Our Mission

AETA serves as a professional network of English
language arts educators across Arizona. It is the state
affiliate of the national network, the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE).

The primary function of AETA is to foster policies,
standards, and goals of NCTE among Arizona's
educators of communication skills, language arts, and
English from kindergarten through college/university
levels.

To this aim, it is AETA's goal to serve these teachers by
narrowing the national focus to the needs, interests,
and goals of Arizona teachers and students.

About Us

Arizona English Teachers Association
Connections Newsletter

Volume 1, Issue 4, July 2022

Read on and visit our website to learn more 
about this year's conference! 

Underlined words contain links. 
This newsletter can be found on our website, too, for easy access to any links herein.

https://www.arizonaenglishteachers.org/conference


Keynote Speaker: Dr. Tracey Flores, University of Texas, Austin
Featured Speaker: Saraciea J. Fennell, Editor of Wild Tongues Can’t be Tamed: 15 Voices from the Latinx Diaspora

We are honored to have Dr. Tracey Flores, a veteran English educator and researcher (and Arizona
native!), as our keynote speaker for the 2022 AETA Conference. Tracey is a former English Language
Development (ELD) and English Language Arts (ELA) teacher, who worked for eight years alongside culturally and
linguistically diverse students, families, and communities in K-8 schools throughout Glendale and Phoenix. Tracey
is the founder of Somos Escritoras, which supports Latinx girls in developing their literacy skills while learning
new tools to speak their truths, define themselves, and amplify their voices within a supportive and empowering
community of Latinx girls and women. 

Our featured speaker, Saraciea J. Fennell is a Black Honduran writer and the founder of The Bronx is
Reading, a literacy program which creates an interest for reading among young people, while also promoting
reading and writing skills through engaging author visits, reading group guides from publishers, and new books
for children. She served as editor and contributing author for the young adult nonfiction anthology Wild Tongues
Can’t Be Tamed: 15 Voices from the Latinx Diaspora (2021). Fennell opens the anthology by critically discussing
how individuals from the Latinx diaspora are often stereotyped, “But we are so much more…”. The YA authors in
Wild Tongues share from their lived experiences growing up in diverse Latinx communities. Their stories and
voices can bring hope and validation to the students within our classrooms. 

Chicana feminist, Gloria Anzaldúa wrote, “I change myself, I change the world.” She discussed that through major
shifts in thinking, individuals can undergo a metamorphosis of healing change. The last few years have inflicted
unexpected wounds on educators. The effects of the pandemic have resulted in much uncertainty for our
communities, students, and their families. Policies of silence continue to sweep the nation regarding Critical Race
Theory; our LGBTQIA+ colleagues, students and communities; and the banning of books that reach our students.

These policies threaten educational autonomy, expertise, and safety. While we cannot control many of the
elements that affect us, we can control how we shift, reflect, and create change within ourselves, ultimately
shifting and changing our teaching and our classrooms. We continue to build ourselves up and forge new paths
in order to create these changes. As we embrace change for our students and ourselves, we can change the
world.

Tracey and Saraciea’s works, along with Anzaldúa’s ideas, have inspired this year’s conference
theme: “I Change Myself, I Change the World”: Stories of Hope, Change, & Light. Stories of change
inspire action. As educators we can align our practices and attitudes to create classrooms that center the lives
and voices of our students and communities. Let’s come together to shift, reflect, and transform.

REGISTER NOW!

https://www.arizonaenglishteachers.org/conference


Coming from out of town?
There is a hotel block for Friday and Saturday nights at the Best

Western Downtown Phoenix. BOOK BY AUGUST 23! The price includes
parking and continental breakfast. 

 
You can book your room here or by contacting Gina Finical - Director
of Sales at either 602-452-2020 or gina.finical@sunridgehotels.com.

 
AND, if you're in need of financial support, you can APPLY for the 

Four Corners Scholarship here.

C o n f e r e n c e  D e t a i l s :
D a t e :  S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 2

 
T i m e :  8 : 0 0 - 4 : 0 0  P . M .  

( B r e a k f a s t  &  L u n c h  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n )
 

L o c a t i o n :  A r i z o n a  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  A r t s ,  P h o e n i x  

Know a teacher who is amazing, talented, and 
goes above and beyond?! 

 
NOMINATE a colleague for the Teacher of Excellence Award! 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.03176.html?groupId=3Q9RW0M1
https://www.arizonaenglishteachers.org/conference
https://www.arizonaenglishteachers.org/down-for-maintenance


AETA Quarterly Webinar Reflection

The amazing people at the Gay Lesbian
Straight Educator Network of Phoenix (GLSEN)
provided our community and AETA members
with an insightful and powerful training this
past week. We learned about adult ally-ship,
talked books AND actions, supported one
another, forged important partnerships, and
generally spent a quality evening of learning
with one another. 

My favorite part of the workshop was the
classroom case study portion. After we went
through some of the educator materials from
GLSEN Phoenix, we applied our knowledge.
The workshop leaders led us through a 

possible scenario of a student who shared with us that they decided to move from being identified as a
girl (the sex and gender they were assigned at birth) to identifying as a boy. In addition, the student's
parents were not supportive of this transition. After reading through the scenario, we worked through
what we would do if a student were to share this information with us. This scenario could apply to
teachers, librarians, school counselors, and others. The first thing we decided is that we would LISTEN to
the student. Then, we would ASK QUESTIONS. Ask the student what he wants from us? Just a friendly
ear? An advocate? And then we could proceed from there. This was just one of the scenarios the
workshop leaders prepared for us, along with questions to guide our thinking. These scenarios, along
with the tour of GLSEN's resources made this a very well-spent hour and a half. 

 
Educators play a critical role for LGBTQ students as adult allies and advocates. According to GLSEN’s
national research on the experiences of LGBTQ youth in schools, nearly 4 in 5 LGBTQ students don’t
see positive LGBTQ representation in their curriculum and nearly 9 in 10 experience verbal or physical
harassment at school. The work we do in our classrooms, including not only our mainstream curricula
but also the books we keep in our classroom libraries and the language we use to discuss texts and to
talk to, with, and about students (just to name a few things) plays a critical role in keeping our students
safe and engaged. 

We are so pleased to have formed this partnership with GLSEN Phoenix, and we look forward to seeing
them at Conference 2022! 

Representation matters! Thanks, GLSEN, for helping us help students!
 

by Rebecca Chatham-Vazquez

https://www.glsenarizona.org/
https://www.glsenarizona.org/educators


From our parent organization, NCTE

Your representatives are headed to
the NCTE Affiliate Leadership
Meeting in Louisville, KY, this month!
Look for photos, updates, and more
on our social media and in our Fall
Newsletter. We can't wait to tell you
all about it! Rebecca Chatham-
Vazquez (Immediate Past President),
Sandra Saco (President), and
Michelle Glerum (Social Media
Director and AEJ Editor) will be
representing you there! Find us at
#Homecoming July 29-31!

It's Convention time! Have you registered?! 
NCTE Annual Convention 

Anaheim, CA
November 17-20, 2022

https://convention.ncte.org/


Looking to get involved in AETA? 

We always want new volunteers to keep our organization
fresh with new ideas and voices! Please consider if you
have the time to serve your ELA community. You can

Join the Editorial Review Board for the Arizona English Journal
Help with the website

Develop the historian position
Be a grant writer

Lead a contest or committee
And so much more!

If you don't think you have the time to volunteer for a
position, you can always add your name to our list of one-

time volunteers, who may be called on to serve on a
short-term committee or even host a webinar. 

There is room for everyone!

If you are interested, please email
arizonaeta@gmail.com



Your AETA Board - we've done some updating!
Over the past year, your AETA Board has been hard at work to create

a more sustainable and transparent organization for YOU.
 

In order to be in alignment with our parent organization, NCTE, we revised our AETA
Constitution and Bylaws. You will see some of the changes we made to the

structure of your board on the following page.
 

Your Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee wrote an Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion Statement, which we are using to guide all our work moving forward. 

 
Other work we have accomplished includes creating an official communication

outline for the board; creating updated jobs and job descriptions that
represent the work we are currently doing; creating awards descriptions

with clear purposes and criteria; and updating our website.
 

Your new President, Sandra Saco, secured grant moneys this year to help fund
our conference and keep costs down. Great work, Sandra!

 
Lastly, we applied for several awards through NCTE, including 

The Affiliate Newsletter of Excellence Award
The Affiliate Website of Excellence Award

The Kent D. Williamson Affiliate Membership Award
The NCTE Fund Teachers for the Dream Affiliate Award 

The NCTE High School Teacher of Excellence Award 
 

While this list does not encompass all of the work we have engaged in on behalf of
Arizona's ELA Educators, it does show some of our biggest accomplishments. 

 
We engage in this service because we are passionate about serving YOU,
Arizona's ELA Educators, to the best of our ability, and we hope you know

how much your success and your students' success mean to us!
 

Our website will be updated accordingly (subscribe there for updates!), and you can
always email us at arizonaeta@gmail.com . We love hearing from you!

https://www.arizonaenglishteachers.org/equity-diversity-inclusion


Your AETA Board - we've done some updating!

Please send any news or images for the newsletter to
Rebecca at rpchatham@gmail.com

Find us on Social Media
Instagram @arizonaenglishteachers

Facebook Arizona English Teachers Association
Twitter @azengteachers

Website arizonaenglishteachers.org

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.instagram.com/arizonaenglishteachers/?hl=en__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!IBdOkgyy_HUVw-iGy6ytgKcLGc-amcrz3l2S4kOcONPlrS5e1feY2QyS76dajms$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaEnglishTeachersAssociation__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!IBdOkgyy_HUVw-iGy6ytgKcLGc-amcrz3l2S4kOcONPlrS5e1feY2QySGAE1Lyk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaEnglishTeachersAssociation__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!IBdOkgyy_HUVw-iGy6ytgKcLGc-amcrz3l2S4kOcONPlrS5e1feY2QySGAE1Lyk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/arizengteachers__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!IBdOkgyy_HUVw-iGy6ytgKcLGc-amcrz3l2S4kOcONPlrS5e1feY2QyS6njVKbQ$
http://arizonaenglishteachers.org/


Abbreviations Key:
AEJ = Arizona English Journal
CN = Connections Newsletter

NCTE = National Council of Teachers of English
ALAN = Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE

LRA = Literacy Research Association
 

**Notes:
 Quarterly webinars are all virtual and free to members

 We would love to have teachers submit to lead the future webinar offerings

AETA 2022-2023 Calendar


